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4D CINEMA PREMIERES AT DRAYTON MANOR THEME PARK
Drayton Manor Theme Park in Staffordshire has unveiled its new attraction for 2009 - a brand new 152-seat 4D cinema.

The state-of-the-art theatre, developed by simulation specialist Simworx UK, allows the audience to watch a movie in 3D while seated in specially-designed chairs which move, slide and rumble in sync, with action on the big screen. Additional features include water sprays, blasts of air, leg ticklers, smoke, bubbles and even potent smells that are released at key moments during the show.
Swash buckling adventure, The Curse of Skull Rock, which was crowned winner of the Best Children’s Animated Film award at the prestigious Stuttgart Film Festival, is the first feature to be shown.

Edward Pawley, general manager for Park Operations, said: “The 4D theatre is a great addition to the park. Drayton Manor has an amazing mix of rides and attractions for all ages, but the 4D cinema provides a fantastic indoor attraction for the whole family.”

Terry Monkton, managing director of Simworx, added: “I am delighted that Drayton Manor Theme Park has opened one of our 4D effects theatres for the 2009 season. I believe this will be an excellent attraction for the park’s target market and I’m sure it will be popular with all age groups.”

To view a 59 second trailer of The Curse of Skull Rock visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Ek6lFIprAk
Photography caption: Three year old William Halifax with dad, Peter from Kings Bromley at the launch of the 4D cinema
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General Park information:
The award-winning Drayton Manor Theme Park, located near Tamworth, Staffordshire, is one of the UK’s most popular day-out destinations for families. 

Drayton Manor is home to some of the biggest, wettest and most thrilling rides around, such as the amazing G-Force, a ride that even rollercoaster fans have never experienced before. G-Force takes you through a series of high-banked twists and turns at speeds of up to 70km/h at 4.3 Gs, whilst just holding you by the hip!

Maelstrom is the only gyro-swing to make you face outwards, hurling you back, forth and round at exhilarating speeds while thrill seekers love Pandemonium as it turns your world completely upside down by swinging you over 360°.

Apocalypse, voted ‘Britain’s Scariest Ride’ by The Sunday Times, is the world’s first stand-up tower drop, pulling you towards the ground from a height of 180ft in four seconds of sheer terror. 

You can even experience weightlessness on Europe’s only stand up rollercoaster, Shockwave, while you will need to batten down the hatches for Stormforce 10, one of the wettest water rides found at any theme park. Stormforce 10 was launched in conjunction with the RNLI charity, for which Drayton Manor Park has helped to raise nearly £70,000 in donations since the ride opened in 1999.

For families with young children, there’s the amazing Thomas Land™ - an entire attraction based on the Thomas & Friends™ television and book series. It features 12 themed rides based on loveable characters such as Thomas the Tank Engine, Harold the Helicopter, the Troublesome Trucks and Cranky the Crane. If that isn’t enough to attract you and your family, there’s also an indoor play arena, a café, shop and an outdoor playground. 

Thomas Land has been carefully created in partnership with HIT Entertainment, the license holders of Thomas & Friends. No detail has been overlooked in the effort to authentically replicate Sodor within Drayton Manor Theme Park.

Drayton Manor has a lot more to offer visitors than great rides. There’s also an eye opening 15-acre, open-plan zoo that is home to more than 100 different animal species from around the world, including big cats, monkeys, reptiles and birds of prey. 

No zoo would be complete without the cute factor and with the recent arrival of Snowflake the reindeer and two new baby capybaras as well as penguins, lemurs and meerkats, Drayton Manor Zoo has thousands visitors falling in love with all of the animals.

The Discovery Centre allows visitors to come face-to-face with the wonders of nature and conservation and learn about the world in which we live. 

Drayton Manor is also a multi award-winning venue. The park was named Large Visitor Attraction of the Year (West Midlands region) at the 2008 Heart of England Excellence in Tourism Awards. In 2007, it won the Best UK Value Destination Award in the Group Leisure Awards.

The whole theme park will open for the 2009 season on Saturday 21st March. However, the popular Thomas Land™ attraction, which features 12 themed rides based on the Thomas & Friends™ series, will be re-opened for the February half-term holiday (Saturday 14th February – Sunday 22nd February).

Drayton Manor Theme Park was named Large Visitor Attraction of the Year (West Midlands region) at the 2008 Heart of England Excellence in Tourism Awards, held in Birmingham on 11th November.

For the third year running, Drayton Manor Park has held its pre-booked and online ticket prices. For more details on a range discounts for group bookings visit www.draytonmanor.co.uk or call the 24-hour information line on 0844 472 1950.
Prices:

Adults (age 12+)
£25.00

Child (age 4 – 11)
£21.00

Grandee (age 60+)
£12.00

Disabled visitor & helper
£19.00 each

Under 4’s
FREE

Notes to Editors:
Drayton Manor Theme Park was first opened to the public by the Bryan family in 1950, after co-founders, husband and wife, George and Vera Bryan, converted 80 acres of land into a wonderful family pleasure resort. 
Almost 60 years later, Drayton Manor has been transformed into an award-winning attraction located in approximately 280 acres of beautiful parkland and packed with amazing rides for all ages. Drayton Manor remains a family owned and run theme park and is one of the Midlands’ most popular attractions with over a million people visiting annually.
Supporting good causes
Drayton Manor Theme Park has a long and proud history of supporting a variety of charities and good causes. Throughout 2008, Drayton Manor will be the National Family Zone Sponsor of Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation UK (JDRF UK) and will support a number of Walk to Cure Diabetes events around the country.
These walks raise vital funds as JDRF UK continues to support research into finding a cure for type 1 diabetes and its complications. Type 1 diabetes affects an estimated 350,000 people across the country, including 20,000 children.
Drayton Manor also supports:

· Birmingham Children’s Hospital

· Whittington St Giles Hospice

· Tamworth Boxing Club

· Drayton Manor Boys Football club 

· Drayton Manor MG Metro Racing Championship

· Tamworth Cricket Club
Awards
Drayton Manor Theme Park won the Gold Award for Large Visitor Attraction of the Year at the 2008 Heart of England Excellence in Tourism Awards, the Best UK Value Destination Award in the Group Leisure Awards 2007, as well as a Silver Award for Large Visitor Attraction of the Year at The Excellence in Tourism Awards 2007.
Opening and closing times
The 2009 season begins on 21st March and runs until 1st November. Rides operate from 10.30am to 5.30pm or 6pm depending on the time of year. The zoo is open throughout the year, except during certain dates each Christmas and New Year. In the run up to Christmas, Thomas Land will be open on selected dates.
For more information, see www.draytonmanor.co.uk or call the 24-hour information line on 0844 472 1950. Tickets can also be bought by calling the Ticket Hotline on 0844 472 1960. The park’s full address is Drayton Manor Theme Park, near Tamworth, Staffordshire, B78 3TW.
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