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£5.5 MILLION PROJECT STEAMS INTO STAFFORDSHIRE
After six months worth of construction, Drayton Manor Theme Park in Staffordshire has finally unveiled its £5.5 million Thomas Land attraction.

It has taken 50,000 man hours to create the three-acre attraction - the largest and most ambitious build project ever undertaken by Drayton Manor Theme Park – which incorporates:

· 75,000 bricks

· 500 tonnes of concrete

· 300 tonnes of tarmac 

· 16 miles of timber

· 10 miles of electrical cable

· 4 miles of speaker cable

· 4,000 sq metres of plywood

· 250 sq metres of glass

Edward Pawley, project manager for Thomas Land, comments: “Thomas Land has been two years in the planning so naturally we’re delighted that our hard work, investment and vision have resulted in the launch of this fantastic new attraction.”
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Thomas Land features 12 rides based on Thomas & Friends™ characters, including Cranky the Crane, the Troublesome Trucks and Harold the Helicopter along with a Thomas the Tank Engine train ride that takes visitors on an enchanting journey around the three-acre attraction. It also boasts an indoor play arena, café and a huge shop where fans can choose from a massive range of Thomas & Friends™ goodies.

But that’s not all. Drayton Manor Theme Park is packed with amazing rides, including the incredible G-Force rollercoaster, which takes thrill-seekers through a series of high-banked twists and turns at speeds of up to 70km/h at 4.3 Gs, whilst hanging by the hip. 

The Bounty swings high, back and forth above the park’s lake, reaching an angle of up to 75 degrees and riders experience sensations of relative weightlessness. Meanwhile, the Drunken Barrels whirls riders into a dizzy, giddy peak as they are transported in one of 12 gyrating barrels. 

Also, Maelstrom is the only gyro-swing to make you face outwards while Pandemonium turns your world upside down and Apocalypse is the terrifying stand-up tower drop. Shockwave is Europe’s only stand-up rollercoaster and Stormforce 10 is one of the best water rides in the country.

And there’s more. Drayton Manor Zoo is home to a huge variety of animals from tigers and leopards, to snakes and spiders, as well as exotic birds, mischievous meerkats and playful penguins. There are also monkeys and primates, tapirs, ostriches and reindeer.
Throughout 2008, rides will operate from 10.30am to 5pm or 6pm, depending on the time of year. The zoo is open all year, except during certain dates at Easter and New Year. In the run up to Christmas, Thomas Land™ will be open on selected dates.

For more information, see www.draytonmanor.co.uk or call the 24-hour information line on 0844 472 1950. Tickets can also be bought by calling the Ticket Hotline on 0844 472 1960.
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Notes to Editors
Drayton Manor Theme Park was first opened to the public by the Bryan family in 1950, after co-founders, husband and wife, George and Vera Bryan, converted 80 acres of land into a wonderful family pleasure resort. 

Almost 60 years later, Drayton Manor has been transformed into an award-winning attraction located in approximately 280 acres of beautiful parkland and packed with amazing rides for all ages. Drayton Manor remains a family owned and run theme park and is one of the Midlands’ most popular attractions with over a million people visiting annually.

The park also features a first class 15-acre zoo that is home to more than 100 different animal species from around the world.

Opening and closing times

The 2008 season begins on 15th March and runs until 2nd November. Rides operate from 10.30am to 5pm or 6pm depending on the time of year. The zoo is open throughout the year, except during certain dates each Christmas and New Year. In the run up to Christmas, Thomas Land will be open on selected dates.

For more information, see www.draytonmanor.co.uk or call the 24-hour information line on 0844 472 1950. Tickets can also be bought by calling the Ticket Hotline on 0844 472 1960.  The park’s full address is Drayton Manor Theme Park, near Tamworth, Staffordshire, B78 3TW.
About Thomas Land
Drayton Manor Theme Park’s brand new attraction, Thomas Land™, promises to become a hugely popular destination for the legion of Thomas & Friends™ fans across the UK and Europe. Based on the popular Thomas & Friends™ books and the highly successful Thomas Land™ in Japan, which attracts over a 1.7 million visitors per year, Thomas Land™ is set within the 280-acre award-winning Drayton Manor Theme Park, which also boasts thrilling rides and a first class zoo, providing total family entertainment. 
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Carefully created in partnership with HIT Entertainment, the producers and rights owners of Thomas & Friends™, Thomas Land™ features 12 themed rides, 

including a special Thomas the Tank Engine train ride that takes visitors on an enchanting journey around the three-acre attraction. Alongside this, Thomas Land™ 
also boasts the ultimate retail store, brimming with exclusive Thomas & Friends™ merchandise, plus an indoor play arena for younger visitors, new restaurants and private function space.
About HIT Entertainment 

HIT Entertainment, owned by private equity investment group Apax Partners, is one of the world's leading independent children's entertainment producers and rights-owners. HIT's portfolio includes properties, such as Barney™, Bob the Builder™, Thomas & Friends™, Pingu™, Fireman Sam™, Angelina Ballerina™ and Rainbow Magic™. HIT represents Fifi and the Flowertots™ in North America and Japan and acts as a worldwide representative for The Jim Henson Company’s library of classic family brands and as representative for The Wiggles® in the UK. Launched in 1989, HIT’s lines of business span television and video production (including studios in the US and the UK), publishing, consumer products licensing and live events. With a catalogue of more than

1,500 hours of young children's programming, HIT sells its shows to more than 240 countries worldwide, in more than 40 different languages and has operations in the UK, US, Canada, Hong Kong and Japan. In 2005, the Company joined Comcast Corporation, PBS and Sesame Workshop to launch PBS KIDS SproutSM, a 24-hour digital cable channel and VOD service for preschoolers.  In 2007, HIT and Chellomedia, the European content division of Liberty Global, Inc and its subsidiary ChelloZone, announced a joint venture to launch and distribute JimJam, an international pre-school TV channel (excludes the US, UK and China). For more information, visit www.hitentertainment.com.
HIT Entertainment
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