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Will it be love at first sight for Zilla the black leopard?
Drayton Manor Zoo’s keepers are hoping love will blossom when Zilla, the resident French female black leopard, is introduced to Zuri, a black leopard from Spain.

Zuri will soon be allowed into Zilla’s enclosure at the zoo, which is part of Drayton Manor Theme Park, near Tamworth, Staffordshire, and zookeepers will have their fingers crossed that the pair hit it off.

Joyce Roberts, Zoo Manager, said: “We’re really excited about the arrival of Zuri and we are hoping Zilla will fall for his Spanish charm. 
“Leopards are a highly endangered species, so we really hope they breed and have lots of cubs.”
Black leopards belong to the same species as other leopards. They show their spots as a normal coloured leopard but have a darker background colour, giving them the appearance of having a solid black coat. 
Black leopards are common to the dense and dimly lit tropical rainforests of south and southeast Asia, where their dark coats provide them with good camouflage. Black leopards are carnivores and males can grow to up to 2.5 metres in length, including tail, while females can grow to up to two metres including tail.
Drayton Manor Zoo is a 15-acre site and home to more than 100 animals species from around the world, including meerkats, tigers, penguins, as well as various birds of prey, reptiles and monkeys and primates.

-ENDS-

To book tickets, or for more information about Drayton Manor Theme Park, visit www.draytonmanor.co.uk or call 0844 472 1960. Reduced prices are available for tickets bought in advance. For regular updates and news about Drayton Manor Theme Park join us on Twitter www.twitter.com/Draytonmanor and Facebook www.facebook.com/Draytonmanor.
Notes to Editor

Drayton Manor Theme Park is one of the UK’s most popular family attractions with over one million visitors a year. Drayton Manor was first opened to the public by the current owners, the Bryan family, in 1950 after husband and wife co-founders, George, OBE, and Vera Bryan, converted 80 acres of derelict land, which once belonged to the former British Prime Minister Sir Robert Peel and his family, into a wonderful family attraction. Today, set in approximately 280 acres of beautiful woodland and countryside, the family owned and run Drayton Manor Theme Park features some of the biggest, wettest and scariest rides around, including Shock-wave, G-force, Maelstrom, and Apocalypse, as well as a 15-acre zoo, the hugely popular Thomas Land™ attraction, and a 4D Cinema.

About Turner CN Enterprises
Turner CN Enterprises, the licensing division of Turner Broadcasting, is now responsible for six key business areas across the EMEA region including Consumer Products, Events, Brand Licensing, DVD, Non Linear and Mobile. The business is charged with building consumer product franchises for Turners children’s properties and adults brands and characters from the channel's growing library of award-winning original programming.  Turner CN Enterprises also works to secure and support long-term licensee partnerships across all key merchandising categories including DVD and EST (Electronic Sell Through) content on mobile and online platforms. The division currently offers consumer product programs for an array of animation franchises including Ben 10, Generator Rex, Bakuga, Hero 108, The Powerpuff Girls, Foster’s Home for Imaginary Friends and Robotboy. It also licenses brands including Adult Swim, CNN and Turner Classic Movies.
About HIT Entertainment 

HIT Entertainment is one of the world's leading independent children's entertainment producers and rights-owners. HIT's portfolio includes properties, such as Thomas & Friends™, Barney™, Bob the Builder™, Fireman Sam™, Angelina Ballerina™, Mike the Knight™, Pingu™ and Rainbow Magic™. HIT represents Chapman Entertainment’s Fifi and the Flowertots™ and Roary the Racing Car™ in North America, as well as Wallace & Gromit™, Shaun the Sheep™, Timmy Time™ and Aardman Classics from Aardman Animations.  HIT also acts as representative for The Wiggles® in the UK. Launched in 1989, HIT’s lines of business span television and video production, content distribution, publishing, consumer products licensing and live events and has operations in the UK, US, Canada, Hong Kong and Japan.  HIT is a part-owner of US-based preschool channel, Sprout®. For more information, visit www.hitentertainment.com.
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