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(THEME) PARK YOURSELF AT HOME THIS SUMMER
The credit crunch, fluctuating price of fuel and the soaring costs of day-to-day living are ever present news items, with the current economic climate forcing many people to forget this year’s sunny overseas holiday and instead take a ‘staycation
’, with families staying at home for their main annual break.

If this sounds familiar, you may feel that this is one summer you can’t wait to forget right? Wrong! The financial savings you’ll make by staying at home, coupled with the fact that there’s plenty to see and do in the UK, mean you’ll soon wonder how a week abroad ever seemed like a good idea…!
One attraction you definitely shouldn’t miss this summer is a visit to award-winning Drayton Manor Theme Park in Tamworth, Staffordshire – voted Best UK Value Destination Award in the Group Leisure Awards 2007, as well as receiving a Silver Award for Large Visitor Attraction of the Year at The Excellence in Tourism Awards 2007.
A whole host of events are taking place from live shows to concerts in the park, and thrill seekers will be spoilt for choice with rides such as Stormforce 10, Maelstrom, Shockwave and Apocalypse – the world’s first stand-up tower drop.
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2008 is the park’s 59th consecutive year of entertaining visitors of all ages and it’s sure to be its biggest yet following the grand unveiling of its latest attraction – Europe’s first Thomas Land, based on the ever-popular Thomas & Friends™ series.
Around 6,000sq m of the existing park has been transformed into Sodor - the magical home of Thomas the Tank Engine with Thomas Land boasting 12 themed rides based on characters including Thomas, Harold the Helicopter and the Troublesome Trucks, as well as a large indoor play area, café and a shop where fans can choose from a massive range of Thomas merchandise.

This major new addition to Drayton Manor’s already fantastic array of attractions will delight the young and young at heart and the whole family can also enjoy Drayton Manor Zoo, home to over a hundred species from all over the world.

Colin Bryan, Drayton Manor Park’s managing director, said: “Families on a budget who still want to ensure their children are entertained during the school holidays shouldn’t miss out on all the activities and events we’ve got going on over the next few months.  The Park is ideally located for access to the motorway networks with the M6, M1, M40 and M42 close by so, regardless of where you live, you’ll find Drayton Manor is much closer than you think.”
NOTES TO EDITORS

Thomas Land(
Join Thomas the Tank Engine and all his friends at this brand-new, specially created three-acre attraction within Drayton Manor Theme Park, which boasts 12 wonderful themed rides, including Cranky’s Drop Tower, Harold’s Heli-tours, Terence’s Driving School and the Troublesome Trucks Runaway Coaster.  Thomas Land, the first and only of its kind in Europe, also has a fantastic indoor play arena, café, outdoor play area and a huge shop where fans can choose from a wide range of Thomas & Friends™ goodies.  Central to Thomas Land is Knapford Station, from where a special Thomas the Tank Engine train ride takes visitors on a journey around the attraction.
The theme park

Drayton Manor Theme Park has many amazing rides, such as the G-Force rollercoaster and The Bounty, which swings back and forth, high above the park’s lake. Drunken Barrels whirls riders into a dizzy, giddy peak, while Maelstrom is the only gyro-swing to make you face outwards.  Apocalypse is the terrifying stand-up tower drop and then there’s Shockwave, Europe’s only stand-up rollercoaster. Stormforce10 is one of the best water rides in the country. Spectacular musical cirque 
Crusade of the Lost Temple will be live daily in the Big Top Theatre with tickets available for an additional charge of £2.00.  Free show Cosmic Catz will be playing three times per day.

The park also features a first class 15-acre zoo that is home to more than 100 different animal species from around the world, including big cats, reptiles, exotic birds and monkeys.
For more information, see www.draytonmanor.co.uk or call the 24-hour information line on 0844 472 1950. Tickets can also be bought by calling the Ticket Hotline on 0844 472 1960.
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� ‘Staycation’, top trend predicted for this year, according to JWT, the US’s largest ad agency













