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Drayton Manor Theme Park welcomes children

affected by the Chernobyl nuclear disaster
Youngsters from Belarus suffering from illnesses resulting from the Chernobyl nuclear disaster have enjoyed a fun-filled day out at Drayton Manor Theme Park as part of a month-long visit to the Midlands.

Drayton Manor Theme Park’s owners, the Bryan family, have supported the visit for the past 16 years by providing a free day out at the award-winning venue, near Tamworth, Staffordshire.

During their visit, the eight youngsters, aged between seven and 10, got to experience the theme park’s fantastic collection of rides and attractions, including the hugely popular Thomas Land™.

The annual visit is organised by Chernobyl Children's Lifeline, a charity that brings children to the UK for month-long recuperation. Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline focuses on Belarus, which received around 70% of the radiation from the world's worst nuclear disaster in April 1986. The effects of this disaster have resulted in children being born with deformities and cancer rates are high. 

The month-long break in the UK allows the children to breath clean air, drink clean water and eat fresh foods to boost their immune systems, which have been damaged by the radiation. 

The four weeks make a huge difference to the children and can add up to two years to their lives.

Julie Goody, chairman of Birmingham Link, which is part of the Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline, commented: “Once again the children had a wonderful time at Drayton Manor Theme Park. There was plenty to entertain us all day and, like last year, the weather was brilliant.
“I’d like to thank the Bryan family for supporting us over the years and making a real difference to these children’s lives.”
Colin Bryan, Managing Director of Drayton Manor, added: “I’m always keen to support this worthy cause and I look forward to many more years of supporting Birmingham Link and Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline.”

Anyone who wishes to make a donation to Birmingham Link or become a host family with whom the children can stay during their next visit can contact Julie on 07850 766 787 or send an email to juliegoody@blueyonder.co.uk
-Ends-

Notes to Editor

Drayton Manor Theme Park was first opened to the public in 1950 by co-founders, husband and wife, George and Vera Bryan. Almost 60 years later, Drayton Manor has been transformed into an award-winning attraction located in approximately 280 acres of beautiful countryside on what was formerly the estate of the Peel family, including Sir Robert Peel, who served as Great Britain’s Prime Minister twice between 1834 and 1846. 

Drayton Manor remains a family owned and run theme park and is packed with some of the biggest, wettest and scariest rides around, including G-force, Maelstrom, the Bounty, Apocalypse and Stormforce 10, as well as a 15-acre zoo and the hugely popular Thomas Land™. The park’s new attraction for 2009 is a 4D Cinema.

Opening dates

The 2009 season will run from Saturday 21st March until Sunday 1st November. Drayton Manor Zoo is open all year round, except specific dates during Christmas and New Year. 
For full details about opening times or more information about the park, including prices, visit www.draytonmanor.co.uk or call the 24-hour information line on 0844 472 1950. Tickets can also be bought by calling the Ticket Hotline on 0844 472 1960. The park’s full address is Drayton Manor Theme Park, near Tamworth, Staffordshire, B78 3TW.
Drayton’s Magical Christmas

Draytons Magical Christmas will run from 28th November 2009 until 3rd January 2010 (excluding specific dates during Christmas and New Year). Only the Thomas Land attraction will be open, featuring snow machines, Christmas decorations and a special live show. There will also be a new Christmas film showing in the 4D Cinema. The main theme park will remain closed.
Supporting good causes

Drayton Manor Theme Park has a long and proud history of supporting a variety of charities and good causes. On Sunday 4th October 2009, the park will, for the second year running, host the West Midlands Walk to Cure Diabetes sponsored walk (and sponsor the family zone), which will raise funds for Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation UK (JDRF UK). Drayton Manor also supports:

· Birmingham Children’s Hospital

· RNLI (Royal National Lifeboat Institution)
· Rotary Kids Out
· Whittington St Giles Hospice

· Tamworth Boxing Club

· Drayton Manor Boys Football club 

· Drayton Manor MG Metro Racing Championship

Awards

Drayton Manor Theme Park won the Large Visitor Attraction of the Year 2008 at the Heart of England Excellence in Tourism Awards (West Midlands region). Meanwhile, Apocalypse, the world’s first stand-up tower drop, received the ‘Best European Thrill Ride’ Airtime Award from Coaster Force in August 2008.
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