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Drayton Manor Zoo bids a fond farewell to Thomas the gibbon 
Staff at Drayton Manor Zoo bid an emotional farewell to one of their beloved residents last Friday (20th November). 

Thomas the gibbon, named after Thomas the Tank Engine as he was born just prior to the unveiling of Thomas Land, was born at the zoo in March 2008, but was rejected by his mother and had to be hand-reared. Zoo managers, Joyce and Robin Roberts have played the role of mum, taking Thomas into their home and ensuring he has been fed and well cared for around the clock for over 19 months. 

Thomas is now a very happy and healthy gibbon, but because he has been hand-reared and previously rejected by his family, the remaining whoop of gibbons won’t accept him. Joyce and Robin have been looking for a new home for Thomas, which has been secured at Twycross Zoo, Leicestershire. Thomas has been visiting all year to be integrated with the other gibbons and now the time has come to bid him farewell. 

Joyce Roberts commented: “I think I speak for all the keepers here when I say that Thomas will be sorely missed, he is such a friendly and sociable character. However, I know that he is going to a good home where he will be properly looked after and can finally join a gibbon family of his own.” 

-ENDS-
Notes to Editor

Drayton Manor Theme Park was first opened to the public in 1950 by co-founders, husband and wife, George and Vera Bryan OBE. Soon to enter its Diamond Jubilee year, Drayton Manor has been transformed into an award-winning attraction located in approximately 280 acres of beautiful countryside on what was formerly the estate of the Peel family, including Sir Robert Peel 2nd, who served as Great Britain’s Prime Minister twice between 1834 and 1846. Drayton Manor remains a family owned and run theme park and is packed with some of the biggest, wettest and scariest rides around, including Shock-wave, G-force, Maelstrom, the Bounty, Apocalypse and Stormforce 10, as well as a 15-acre zoo and the hugely popular Thomas Land™ full of rides and attractions for all ages. The park’s new attraction for 2009 is a 4D Cinema, where a new Haunted House Horror Film will be showing for two months this September.
About HIT Entertainment 

HIT Entertainment, owned by private equity investment group Apax Partners, is one of the world's leading independent children's entertainment producers and rights-owners. HIT's portfolio includes properties, such as Barney™, Bob the Builder™, Thomas & Friends™, Pingu™, Fireman Sam™, Angelina Ballerina™ and Rainbow Magic™. HIT represents Fifi and the Flowertots™ in North America and Japan and acts as a worldwide representative for The Jim Henson Company’s library of classic family brands and as representative for The Wiggles® in the UK. Launched in 1989, HIT’s lines of business span television and video production (including studios in the US and the UK), publishing, consumer products licensing and live events. With a catalogue of more than 1,500 hours of young children's programming, HIT sells its shows to more than 240 countries worldwide, in more than 40 different languages and has operations in the UK, US, Canada, Hong Kong and Japan. In 2005, the Company joined Comcast Corporation, PBS and Sesame Workshop to launch PBS KIDS SproutSM, a 24-hour digital cable channel and VOD service for preschoolers.  In 2007, HIT and Chellomedia, the European content division of Liberty Global, Inc and its subsidiary ChelloZone, announced a joint venture to launch and distribute JimJam, an international pre-school TV channel (excludes the US, UK and China). For more information, visit www.hitentertainment.com.
Ref:		DMTP00130


Date		23/11/2009


Contact	Sundeep Sehijpal or Michelle Simpson


Tel.		01527 579555








News release








Large Visitor Attraction of the Year 2008

Drayton Manor Theme Park proudly supports 



Heart of England Excellence in Tourism Awards 

JDRF and Walk to Cure Diabetes
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