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Easter extravaganza at Drayton Manor

This Easter, Drayton Manor Theme Park, near Tamworth, Staffordshire, will be showcasing a number of new attractions to entertain the whole family.

Visitors to the theme park’s hugely popular Thomas Land™ will be able to watch as a brand new Discover Thomas & Friends™ exhibition is built in the barn on Farmer McColl’s farm. When finished, visitors will see Thomas and his friends go full steam ahead around the original model set from the highly acclaimed Thomas & Friends TV series - offering the ultimate experience for any Thomas the Tank Engine fan.

Europe’s first and only Thomas Land also features 12 rides based on the popular Thomas & Friends characters, such as Cranky’s Drop Tower, the Troublesome Trucks Runaway Coaster and a special Thomas the Tank Engine train ride. In addition to the rides, Thomas Land also has indoor and outdoor play areas, a restaurant and a shop.

Families who visit during the Easter holiday will also be amongst the first to experience the park’s brand new attraction – a sensational 152-seat 4D Cinema. The cinema allows the audience to watch a movie in 3D while seated in specially designed chairs, which react to scenes in the film by moving up and down, releasing sprays of water, bursts of air, bubbles and various smells.
The feature film is the award-winning Curse of Skull Rock, a family adventure that tells the story of Captain Scabb’s quest to find lost treasure. It won the Best Children’s Animated Film award at the prestigious Stuttgart Film Festival. 

For the more adventurous, Drayton Manor Theme Park boasts some of the biggest, wettest and scariest rides around, such as The Bounty, G-Force, Maelstrom, Shockwave and Apocalypse.
Then once the excitement of the rides has got too much, families can enjoy a relaxing stroll about Drayton Manor Zoo and see a huge variety of animals from tigers and leopards, to snakes and spiders, as well as exotic birds, mischievous meerkats and playful penguins. There are also monkeys and primates, tapirs, ostriches and reindeer.
With a huge number of rides and attractions for all ages, a day out for the whole family at the theme park offers real value for money. In fact, adult tickets booked online have remained at the same price for the last three years, providing a saving of up to £7 per ticket*.

*Saving based on the price of a ticket purchased on the day

-ENDS-

Notes to Editor

Park entry prices – individual tickets

12+ years


£25.00

4 – 11 years



£21.00

60+ years Grandee


£12.00

Disabled & Helper


£19.00

Under 4 years



FREE

Park entry prices – family tickets

3 family members


£60.00

4 family members


£80.00

5 family members


£100.00

For more information, see www.draytonmanor.co.uk or call the 24-hour information line on 0844 472 1950. Tickets can also be bought by calling the Ticket Hotline on 0844 472 1960.
Drayton Manor Theme Park was first opened to the public in 1950 by co-founders, husband and wife, George and Vera Bryan. Almost 60 years later, Drayton Manor has been transformed into an award-winning attraction located in approximately 280 acres of beautiful countryside on what was formerly the estate of the Peel family, including Sir Robert Peel, who served as Great Britain’s Prime Minister twice between 1834 and 1846. 

Drayton Manor remains a family owned and run theme park and is packed with some of the biggest, wettest and scariest rides around, including G-force, Maelstrom, the Bounty, Apocalypse and Stormforce 10, as well as a 15-acre zoo and the hugely popular Thomas Land™. The park’s new attraction for 2009 is a 4D Effects Cinema.

The park’s full address is Drayton Manor Theme Park, near Tamworth, Staffordshire, B78 3TW.
Supporting good causes

Drayton Manor Theme Park has a long and proud history of supporting a variety of charities and good causes. On Sunday 4th October 2009, the park will, for the second year running, host the West Midlands Walk to Cure Diabetes sponsored walk (and sponsor the family zone), which will raise funds for Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation UK (JDRF UK). Drayton Manor also supports:

· Birmingham Children’s Hospital

· RNLI (Royal National Lifeboat Institution)
· Rotary Kids Out
· Whittington St Giles Hospice

· Tamworth Boxing Club

· Drayton Manor Boys Football club 

· Drayton Manor MG Metro Racing Championship

Awards

Drayton Manor Theme Park won the Large Visitor Attraction of the Year 2008 at the Heart of England Excellence in Tourism Awards (West Midlands region). Meanwhile, Apocalypse, the world’s first stand-up tower drop, received the ‘Best European Thrill Ride’ Airtime Award from Coaster Force in August 2008.
About HIT Entertainment 

HIT Entertainment, owned by private equity investment group Apax Partners, is one of the world's leading independent children's entertainment producers and rights-owners. HIT's portfolio includes properties, such as Barney™, Bob the Builder™, Thomas & Friends™, Pingu™, Fireman Sam™, Angelina Ballerina™ and Rainbow Magic™. HIT represents Fifi and the Flowertots™ in North America and Japan and acts as a worldwide representative for The Jim Henson Company’s library of classic family brands and as representative for The Wiggles® in the UK. Launched in 1989, HIT’s lines of business span television and video production (including studios in the US and the UK), publishing, consumer products licensing and live events. With a catalogue of more than 1,500 hours of young children's programming, HIT sells its shows to more than 240 countries worldwide, in more than 40 different languages and has operations in the UK, US, Canada, Hong Kong and Japan. In 2005, the Company joined Comcast Corporation, PBS and Sesame Workshop to launch PBS KIDS SproutSM, a 24-hour digital cable channel and VOD service for preschoolers.  In 2007, HIT and Chellomedia, the European content division of Liberty Global, Inc and its subsidiary ChelloZone, announced a joint venture to launch and distribute JimJam, an international pre-school TV channel (excludes the US, UK and China). For more information, visit www.hitentertainment.com.
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