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The Gadget Show films at Drayton Manor Theme Park
Popular TV series, The Gadget Show recently visited Drayton Manor Theme Park, near Tamworth, Staffordshire, to film a feature searching for the ultimate ‘thrill ride’ for an episode in its current season.

As part of the search, presenter Ortis Deley braved Apocalypse, one of the theme park’s scariest rides. Apocalypse is the world’s first stand-up drop tower, which takes riders 54 meters into the sky before tilting them forwards and then dropping at over 4Gs. Visitors can choose to ride either sat down, stood up, or with no foot rest, just dangling from their shoulder restraints, which is what Ortis did.

Whilst on the ride, gadgets were used to measure Ortis’s fear. He wore a Vital Jacket, which monitored his heart rate, and a device to measure the strength of his grip for the duration of the ride. He also had a blood sample taken as soon as the ride finished to see how much adrenaline he had produced.

The Gadget Show also visited other theme parks in the UK to compare and decide the ultimate winner of the UK’s scariest ‘thrill ride’. The results will be announced on the show, which is being aired on Channel 5, Monday 25th May at 8pm.

Ortis commented: “We have to do lots of crazy things for the The Gadget Show and I was pretty excited when they said I was going to Drayton Manor because I love theme parks. Apocalypse is definitely one of the scariest rides I’ve ever been on, and I can safely say I couldn’t wait to get off it!” 

Colin Bryan, Managing Director of Drayton Manor Theme Park commented: “It was great fun to have The Gadget Show filming at the theme park. It’s no surprise to me that Ortis was scared on Apocalypse, and I look forward to finding out the results of the show’s research.”

-Ends-

Notes to Editor

Drayton Manor Theme Park was first opened to the public in 1950 by co-founders, husband and wife, George and Vera Bryan. Almost 60 years later, Drayton Manor has been transformed into an award-winning attraction located in approximately 280 acres of beautiful countryside on what was formerly the estate of the Peel family, including Sir Robert Peel, who served as Great Britain’s Prime Minister twice between 1834 and 1846. 

Drayton Manor remains a family owned and run theme park and is packed with some of the biggest, wettest and scariest rides around, including G-force, Maelstrom, the Bounty, Apocalypse and Stormforce 10, as well as a 15-acre zoo and the hugely popular Thomas Land™. The park’s new attraction for 2009 is a 4D Cinema.

Twitter

Drayton Manor is now on Twitter. Follow us at: www.twitter.com/draytonmanor for regular updates including events and special offers.

Opening dates

The 2009 season will run from Saturday 21st March until Sunday 1st November. Drayton Manor Zoo is open all year round, except specific dates during Christmas and New Year. 
For full details about opening times or more information about the park, including prices, visit www.draytonmanor.co.uk or call the 24-hour information line on 0844 472 1950. Tickets can also be bought by calling the Ticket Hotline on 0844 472 1960. The park’s full address is Drayton Manor Theme Park, near Tamworth, Staffordshire, B78 3TW.
Drayton’s Magical Christmas

Draytons Magical Christmas will run from 28th November 2009 until 3rd January 2010 (excluding specific dates during Christmas and New Year). Only the Thomas Land attraction will be open, featuring snow machines, Christmas decorations and a special live show. There will also be a new Christmas film showing in the 4D Cinema. The main theme park will remain closed.
Supporting good causes

Drayton Manor Theme Park has a long and proud history of supporting a variety of charities and good causes. On Sunday 4th October 2009, the park will, for the second year running, host the West Midlands Walk to Cure Diabetes sponsored walk (and sponsor the family zone), which will raise funds for Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation UK (JDRF UK). Drayton Manor also supports:

· Birmingham Children’s Hospital

· RNLI (Royal National Lifeboat Institution)
· Rotary Kids Out
· Whittington St Giles Hospice

· Tamworth Boxing Club

· Drayton Manor Boys Football club 

· Drayton Manor MG Metro Racing Championship

Awards

Drayton Manor Theme Park won the Large Visitor Attraction of the Year 2008 at the Heart of England Excellence in Tourism Awards (West Midlands region). Meanwhile, Apocalypse, the world’s first stand-up tower drop, received the ‘Best European Thrill Ride’ Airtime Award from Coaster Force in August 2008.
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