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February half-term opening
Drayton Manor Theme Park, near Tamworth, Staffordshire, is opening the gates to its ever popular Thomas Land™ attraction for the February half-term holiday (Saturday 13th – Sunday 21st February).

Thomas Land features 12 rides based on Thomas & Friends™ characters, such as Cranky’s Drop Tower and the Troublesome Trucks Runaway Coaster. There are indoor and outdoor play areas, a restaurant and a shop. Visitors will also be able to meet the Fat Controller, Sir Topham Hatt.
As well as the excitement of Thomas Land, families can also explore the 15-acre zoo and meet its newest residents, Bandit and Banjo, a pair of racoons. The zoo’s Education Officer, Kiri Charlton comments:

“The racoons are really cheeky characters who love their food, although in the cold weather they enjoy to cuddle up and sleep. They are a real addition to our popular zoo and we’re confident our visitors will love them.”

The zoo is also home to a huge variety of animals, which includes tigers and leopards, snakes and spiders, exotic birds, mischievous meerkats and playful penguins. 

The park will be open daily from 12pm to 5pm. For full details about prices, rides, and opening times, visit www.draytonmanor.co.uk or call the 24-hour information line on 0844 472 1950.
Entry costs:

12 years and over
£14.00
4-11years 
£12.00
Under 4’s 
Free
Grandee 
£8.00
Disabled and Helper 
£11.00
A family ticket (for 4 people or more) will cost £11.50 per person.

The whole of Drayton Manor Theme Park will re-open for the 2010 season on Saturday 20th March until Sunday 31st October. This year the park is celebrating its Diamond Jubilee. 

-ENDS-
Notes to Editor

Drayton Manor Theme Park is one of the UK’s most popular family attractions with over one million visitors a year. In 2010 the park is celebrating its Diamond Jubilee year. It was first opened to the public by the current owners, the Bryan family, in 1950 after husband and wife co-founders, George, OBE, and Vera Bryan, converted 80 acres of derelict land, which once belonged to the former British Prime Minister Sir Robert Peel and his family, into a wonderful family attraction. Today, set in approximately 280 acres of beautiful woodland and countryside, the family owned and run Drayton Manor Theme Park features some of the biggest, wettest and scariest rides around, including Shock-wave, G-force, Maelstrom, and Apocalypse, as well as a 15-acre zoo, the hugely popular Thomas Land™ attraction, and a 4D Cinema.

About HIT Entertainment 
HIT Entertainment, owned by private equity investment group Apax Partners, is one of the world's leading independent children's entertainment producers and rights-owners. HIT's portfolio includes properties, such as Barney™, Bob the Builder™, Thomas & Friends™, Pingu™, Fireman Sam™, Angelina Ballerina™ and Rainbow Magic™. HIT represents Chapman Entertainment’s Fifi and the Flowertots™ and Roary the Racing Car™ in North America and Japan, as well as Wallace & Gromit™, Shaun the Sheep™, Timmy Time™ and Aardman Classics from Aardman Animations.  HIT also acts as representative for The Wiggles® in the UK. Launched in 1989, HIT’s lines of business span television and video production, content distribution, publishing, consumer products licensing and live events and has operations in the UK, US, Canada, Hong Kong and Japan.   HIT is a part-owner of US-based preschool channel, PBS KIDS SproutSM, and international preschool channel JimJam, (outside of the US, UK and China). For more information, visit www.hitentertainment.com 
Ref:		DMTP0141


Date		09/02/2010


Contact	Sundeep Sehijpal or Michelle Simpson


Tel.		01527 579555








News release








Large Visitor Attraction of the Year 2008

Drayton Manor Theme Park proudly supports 



Heart of England Excellence in Tourism Awards 

JDRF and Walk to Cure Diabetes


www.jdrf.org.uk
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