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Bob the Builder helps start work at 

Drayton Manor Theme Park’s new hotel

Children’s favourite, Bob the Builder™ made a special appearance at the award-winning Drayton Manor Theme Park today (23rd March), for the ground breaking of the new Drayton Manor Park Hotel. 

The Fat Controller™ was also on hand to ensure everyone stayed in line, and took time off from his usual role at Drayton Manor Theme Park’s Thomas Land™ attraction to assist with the building work. 

The new 150 bedroom hotel will primarily meet the demand from park visitors as the theme park is attracting families from all over the UK, particularly since the arrival of Thomas Land. 

The Drayton Manor Park Hotel is scheduled to open summer 2011 and will feature themed bedrooms, including ones from the popular Thomas & Friends™ series. 

The hotel will also feature extensive conferencing and hospitality facilities, complimenting those already at the theme park, and will include two restaurants, a coffee shop and a crèche.

Colin Bryan, Managing Director, Drayton Manor Theme Park, comments: “The Drayton Manor Park Hotel has been long-awaited and I’m pleased that after many hurdles and a lengthy planning process building work has finally begun.

This year marks our 60th Anniversary so we like to think of the new hotel as our gift to the park to mark the occasion. We also hope that providing onsite accommodation will enable visitors to make the most of their time at the park and contribute towards our commitment to providing total family entertainment.” 

-ENDS-
Notes to Editor

Drayton Manor Theme Park is one of the UK’s most popular family attractions with over one million visitors a year. This year, the park is celebrating its Diamond Jubilee. Drayton Manor was first opened to the public by the current owners, the Bryan family, in 1950 after husband and wife co-founders, George, OBE, and Vera Bryan, converted 80 acres of derelict land, which once belonged to the former British Prime Minister Sir Robert Peel and his family, into a wonderful family attraction. Today, set in approximately 280 acres of beautiful woodland and countryside, the family owned and run Drayton Manor Theme Park features some of the biggest, wettest and scariest rides around, including Shock-wave, G-force, Maelstrom, and Apocalypse, as well as a 15-acre zoo, the hugely popular Thomas Land™ attraction, and a 4D Cinema.

About HIT Entertainment 
HIT Entertainment, owned by private equity investment group Apax Partners, is one of the world's leading independent children's entertainment producers and rights-owners. HIT's portfolio includes properties, such as Barney™, Bob the Builder™, Thomas & Friends™, Pingu™, Fireman Sam™, Angelina Ballerina™ and Rainbow Magic™. HIT represents Chapman Entertainment’s Fifi and the Flowertots™ and Roary the Racing Car™ in North America and Japan, as well as Wallace & Gromit™, Shaun the Sheep™, Timmy Time™ and Aardman Classics from Aardman Animations.  HIT also acts as representative for The Wiggles® in the UK. Launched in 1989, HIT’s lines of business span television and video production, content distribution, publishing, consumer products licensing and live events and has operations in the UK, US, Canada, Hong Kong and Japan.   HIT is a part-owner of US-based preschool channel, PBS KIDS SproutSM, and international preschool channel JimJam, (outside of the US, UK and China). For more information, visit www.hitentertainment.com
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Large Visitor Attraction of the Year 2008

Drayton Manor Theme Park proudly supports 



Heart of England Excellence in Tourism Awards 

JDRF and Walk to Cure Diabetes


www.jdrf.org.uk
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