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RECESSION BUSTING ENTERTAINMENT – DRAYTON MANOR FREEZES PRE-BOOKED PRICES
Drayton Manor Theme Park has held its pre-booked and online adult ticket prices for the third year running.

As UK holiday destinations enjoy something of a renaissance, with more people choosing to spend their cash in this country during the recession, the award winning attraction is helping to ease financial burdens that many families face when trying to keep the kids entertained.
Ticket prices for pre-booked schools and groups have been frozen for the third successive year and are available through ringing the call centre on 0844 472 1960.  Information on other discounted adult prices can be found at www.draytonmanor.co.uk.
Based in Staffordshire, Drayton Manor Park has over 100 rides and attractions, boasts a zoo with over 100 species and is also home to loveable characters from the Thomas & Friends™ television and book series in Thomas Land - promising adventure and fun for the young and young at heart.
A new £1 million 4D cinema is set to excite visitors to Drayton Manor this year. As well as seats that move, slide and rumble in sync with the action on screen, water spray, air blasts, leg ticklers, aroma, low smoke and bubbles released at key moments will add to the excitement. 
The Curse of Skull Rock, which will be the first feature to be shown in the new 4D cinema, was crowned winner of the Best Children's Animated Film awards at the prestigious Stuttgart Film Festival.
Drayton Manor has some of the biggest, wettest and most thrilling rides around, such as the amazing G-Force, a ride that even hardcore rollercoaster fans have never experienced before. G-Force takes you through a series of high-banked twists and turns at speeds of up to 70km/h at 4.3 Gs, whilst just holding you by the hip!

Maelstrom is the only gyro-swing to make you face outwards, hurling you back, forth and round at exhilarating speeds while thrill seekers love Pandemonium as it turns your world completely upside down by swinging you over 360°.

Apocalypse, voted ‘Britain’s Scariest Ride’ by The Sunday Times, is the world’s first stand-up tower drop, pulling you towards the ground from a height of 180ft in four seconds of sheer terror. 

You can even experience weightlessness on Europe’s only stand up rollercoaster, Shockwave, while you will need to batten down the hatches for Stormforce 10, one of the wettest water rides found at any theme park. Stormforce 10 was launched in conjunction with the RNLI charity, for which Drayton Manor Park has helped to raise nearly £70,000 in donations since the ride opened in 1999.
In Thomas Land, a special Thomas train ride will take fans of all ages on an enchanting journey around the entire three-acre attraction, which has been carefully created in partnership with HIT Entertainment, the producers and rights owners of Thomas & Friends™. No detail has been overlooked in the effort to authentically replicate Sodor at Drayton Manor Theme Park.
Other rides within Thomas Land™ are based on well-known characters, including Harold the Helicopter, Cranky the Crane, Bertie Bus, as well as the rascals of the railway, The Troublesome Trucks. For a true family experience, parents will be able to go on many of the rides with their children.

But that’s not all, the £5m attraction, also includes an indoor play area, café and a huge shop where Thomas lovers can choose from a massive range of Thomas & Friends™ goodies. The fun doesn’t stop there either, Drayton Manor Zoo, which boasts over 100 different species is also open and included in the ticket price.
The first Thomas Land™ was launched in 1998 in Japan in the Fujikyu Park, which attracts over 1.7 million visitors each year. Thomas Land™ at Drayton Manor is the first in Europe.
Thomas Land is open daily from 21st March and is located at Drayton Manor Theme Park, near Tamworth, Staffordshire, B78 3TW.
Online / pre-booked Entry Prices:
Online ticket for Drayton Manor Theme Park, Zoo, Thomas Land and brand new 4D Cinema (all ages) - £18
Under 4's free

Grandee (over 60s) £8.00

Disabled and Helper £11.00

Family ticket (4 people or more) £46 (£11.50 per entrant)
Schools - Pre-booked Staffs Term Time

4-16 yrs £12.50

Disabled £9.50

Pre-school £12.00

Students Pre-booked Term Time

17 yrs+ £15

Disabled £9.50 

Mini Bus (12-29 people) Pre-booked

12+ yrs £17.50

4-11 yrs £14.50

60 yrs Grandee £7.50

Disabled & Helper £11.50

Coaches (30+ people) Pre-booked

12+ yrs £16

4-11 yrs £13

60 yrs Grandee £6

Disabled & Helper £10

-ends-
Notes to Editors
Drayton Manor Theme Park was first opened to the public in 1950 by the co-founders, husband and wife, George and Vera Bryan, after they converted 80 acres of land into a wonderful family pleasure resort.

Almost 60 years later, Drayton Manor has been transformed into an award-winning attraction located in approximately 280 acres of beautiful parkland and packed with amazing rides for all ages. Drayton Manor remains a family owned and run theme park and is one of the Midlands’ most popular attractions with around a million people visiting annually.

The park also features a first class 15-acre zoo that is home to more than 100 different animal species from around the world.
For more information, see www.draytonmanor.co.uk or call the 24-hour information line on 0844 472 1950. Tickets can also be bought by calling the Ticket Hotline on 0844 472 1960.
The park’s full address is Drayton Manor Theme Park, near Tamworth, Staffordshire, B78 3TW.
Supporting good causes

Drayton Manor Theme Park has a long and proud history of supporting a variety of charities and good causes. This year, the park hosted the West Midlands Walk to Cure Diabetes sponsored walk, which raised over £100,000 for Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation UK (JDRF UK).

Drayton Manor also supports:

· Birmingham Children’s Hospital

· RNLI (Royal National Lifeboat Institution)
· Rotary Kids Out
· Whittington St Giles Hospice

· Tamworth Boxing Club

· Drayton Manor Boys Football club 

· Drayton Manor MG Metro Racing Championship

Awards

Drayton Manor Theme Park won the Best UK Value Destination Award in the Group Leisure Awards 2007, as well as a Silver Award for Large Visitor Attraction of the Year at The Excellence in Tourism Awards 2007.
About Thomas Land

Thomas Land has become a hugely popular destination for the legion of Thomas & Friends™ fans across the UK and Europe. Based on the popular Thomas & Friends™ books and the highly successful Thomas Land in Japan, which attracts over a 1.7 million visitors per year, Thomas Land is set within the 280-acre award-winning Drayton Manor Theme Park, which also boasts thrilling rides and a first class zoo, providing total family entertainment. Carefully created in partnership with HIT Entertainment, the producers and rights owners of Thomas & Friends™, Thomas Land features 12 themed rides, including a special Thomas the Tank Engine train ride that takes visitors on an enchanting journey around the three-acre attraction. Alongside this, Thomas Land also boasts the ultimate retail store, brimming with exclusive Thomas & Friends™ merchandise, plus an indoor play arena for younger visitors, new restaurants and private function space.
About HIT Entertainment 

HIT Entertainment, owned by private equity investment group Apax Partners, is one of the world's leading independent children's entertainment producers and rights-owners. HIT's portfolio includes properties, such as Barney™, Bob the Builder™, Thomas & Friends™, Pingu™, Fireman Sam™, Angelina Ballerina™ and Rainbow Magic™. HIT represents Fifi and the Flowertots™ in North America and Japan and acts as a worldwide representative for The Jim Henson Company’s library of classic family brands and as representative for The Wiggles® in the UK. Launched in 1989, HIT’s lines of business span television and video production (including studios in the US and the UK), publishing, consumer products licensing and live events. With a catalogue of more than 1,500 hours of young children's programming, HIT sells its shows to more than 240 countries worldwide, in more than 40 different languages and has operations in the UK, US, Canada, Hong Kong and Japan. In 2005, the Company joined Comcast Corporation, PBS and Sesame Workshop to launch PBS KIDS SproutSM, a 24-hour digital cable channel and VOD service for preschoolers.  In 2007, HIT and Chellomedia, the European content division of Liberty Global, Inc and its subsidiary ChelloZone, announced a joint venture to launch and distribute JimJam, an international pre-school TV channel (excludes the US, UK and China). For more information, visit www.hitentertainment.com.









