
[image: image1.jpg]









[image: image2.jpg]




[image: image4.jpg]i,

()
o



[image: image3.png]



[image: image5.jpg]Juvenile
Diabetes
Research
Foundation

dedicated to finding a cure





Spooky half-term fun at 

Drayton Manor Theme Park

Visitors of all ages will be treated to a week of spooky fun at Drayton Manor Theme Park, near Tamworth, Staffordshire, during the upcoming half-term holiday (Monday 26th to Friday 30th October).
Among the highlights for children, parents and grandparents will be a new film in Drayton Manor’s 4D Cinema, an attraction that opened earlier this year and quickly became a favourite with visitors.

The film, Haunted House, is an animated adventure full of frights for the audience, as they explore a haunted building through the eyes of a cat. The experience is made all the more scary by the special effects in the 4D Cinema, including chairs that move up and down, sprays of water and bursts of air.

In addition, visitors will also have a frighteningly good time when they see the fiendish live stage show, Spooky Spectacular, starring friendly ghost Jasper. There will also be illuminated evening walks through Drayton Manor Zoo.

The week will culminate with Drayton Manor Theme Park’s end of season firework displays (Saturday 31st October & Sunday 1st November), which this year will mark the park’s Diamond Anniversary celebrations.

Colin Bryan, Managing Director, Drayton Manor Theme Park, said: “This will be a half-term to remember. The new 4D film will give audiences a real fright and I’m sure the Spooky Spectacular stage show will prove to be a hit with visitors.

“In addition, everyone at the park is excited about the start of our Diamond Jubilee celebrations, and there’s no better way to launch it than with two nights of amazing fireworks and laser displays.”
-Ends-

Notes to Editor

Drayton Manor Theme Park was first opened to the public in 1950 by co-founders, husband and wife, George and Vera Bryan OBE. Soon to enter its Diamond Jubilee year, Drayton Manor has been transformed into an award-winning attraction located in approximately 280 acres of beautiful countryside on what was formerly the estate of the Peel family, including Sir Robert Peel 2nd, who served as Great Britain’s Prime Minister twice between 1834 and 1846. Drayton Manor remains a family owned and run theme park and is packed with some of the biggest, wettest and scariest rides around, including Shock-wave, G-force, Maelstrom, the Bounty, Apocalypse and Stormforce 10, as well as a 15-acre zoo and the hugely popular Thomas Land™ full of rides and attractions for all ages. The park’s new attraction for 2009 is a 4D Cinema, where a new Haunted House Horror Film will be showing for two months this September.
Twitter & Facebook

Drayton Manor is now on Twitter and Facebook. Follow us at: www.twitter.com/draytonmanor and www.facebook.com/DraytonManorPark for regular updates including events and special offers.

Opening dates

The 2009 season will run until Sunday 1st November. Drayton Manor Zoo is open all year round, except specific dates during Christmas and New Year. 
For full details about opening times or more information about the park, including prices, visit www.draytonmanor.co.uk or call the 24-hour information line on 0844 472 1950. Tickets can also be bought ahead of a visit by calling the Ticket Hotline on 0844 472 1960. 
Address
The park’s full address is Drayton Manor Theme Park, near Tamworth, Staffordshire, B78 3TW. SAT NAV info: A4091 Coleshill Rd is the main road from Tamworth to Birmingham. From Junction 9 M42. 
Diamond Jubilee Fireworks Extravaganza

On Saturday 31st October and Sunday 1st November, Drayton Manor will stage what promises to be its biggest and most spectacular firework display ever for the launch of its Diamond Jubilee celebrations.

The all new for 2009 & 2010 Fireworks, Lasers and Fountain displays will commemorate the 60 years of the history of the park from 1949 to today. Set on the park’s lake, the displays will be 20/25 minutes in length, making them one of the biggest fireworks displays to be held in the Midlands. The fireworks will start at 7pm with last admission into the park at 6pm. Selected rides will operate until 9pm.
Drayton’s Magical Christmas

Drayton’s Magical Christmas will run from 28th November 2009 until 3rd January 2010 (excluding specific dates during Christmas and New Year). Thomas Land, the Zoo and certain restaurants, Cafes and Shops will be open, featuring snow machines, over 150,000 Christmas lights & decorations and a special live show where Santa will appear. There will also be a new Christmas film showing in the 4D Cinema. The main theme park rides will remain closed.
Supporting good causes
Drayton Manor Theme Park has a long and proud history of supporting a variety of charities and good causes. 
Drayton Manor supports:

· Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation UK
· Birmingham Children’s Hospital

· RNLI (Royal National Lifeboat Institution)
· Rotary Kids Out
· Whittington St Giles Hospice

· Tamworth Boxing Club

· Drayton Manor Boys Football club 

· Drayton Manor MG Metro Racing Championship

Awards

Drayton Manor Theme Park won the Large Visitor Attraction of the Year 2008 at the Heart of England Excellence in Tourism Awards (West Midlands region). Meanwhile, Apocalypse, the world’s first stand-up tower drop, received the ‘Best European Thrill Ride’ Airtime Award from Coaster Force in August 2008.
About HIT Entertainment 

HIT Entertainment, owned by private equity investment group Apax Partners, is one of the world's leading independent children's entertainment producers and rights-owners. HIT's portfolio includes properties, such as Barney™, Bob the Builder™, Thomas & Friends™, Pingu™, Fireman Sam™, Angelina Ballerina™ and Rainbow Magic™. HIT represents Fifi and the Flowertots™ in North America and Japan and acts as a worldwide representative for The Jim Henson Company’s library of classic family brands and as representative for The Wiggles® in the UK. Launched in 1989, HIT’s lines of business span television and video production (including studios in the US and the UK), publishing, consumer products licensing and live events. With a catalogue of more than 1,500 hours of young children's programming, HIT sells its shows to more than 240 countries worldwide, in more than 40 different languages and has operations in the UK, US, Canada, Hong Kong and Japan. In 2005, the Company joined Comcast Corporation, PBS and Sesame Workshop to launch PBS KIDS SproutSM, a 24-hour digital cable channel and VOD service for preschoolers.  In 2007, HIT and Chellomedia, the European content division of Liberty Global, Inc and its subsidiary ChelloZone, announced a joint venture to launch and distribute JimJam, an international pre-school TV channel (excludes the US, UK and China). For more information, visit www.hitentertainment.com.
Ref:		DMTP0114


Date		07/10/2009


Contact	Sundeep Sehijpal or Michelle Simpson


Tel.		01527 579555








News release








Large Visitor Attraction of the Year 2008

Drayton Manor Theme Park proudly supports 



Heart of England Excellence in Tourism Awards 

JDRF and Walk to Cure Diabetes
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